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 H EAD OF M AIL TH EFT AND
COUNTER FEITING R ING GUILTY 

PH OENIX, ARIZ O NA -- Th e United States Attorney’s  Office  for th e  District of Arizona

announced that on January 23, 2003, JUAN ANTONIO  ROMERO, (39 ), of Avondale, Arizona, w as found

guilty on an 11 count indictm ent th at ch arged h im  w ith  conspiracy to violate federal law s proh ibiting th eft

and pos s e s s ion of stolen m ail and counterfe iting and uttering counterfe it s ecuritie s , and s eparate counts

th at ch arged h im  w ith  pos s e s s ing im plem ents to counterfe it s ecuritie s  and possessing stolen m ail, by a

federal jury at Ph oenix, Arizona. 

Th e  evidence  at trial s h ow ed th at a group of 11 W est Valley re s idents w as system atically

stealing m ail to get ch eck s  and financial inform ation from  May 2001 to late Novem ber 2001. Th ey w ould

th e n alte r and forge  personal ch eck s , m ak ing th em  payable to m em bers of th e  group so th ey could be

negotiated.  Th ey took  bank  inform ation from  business ch eck s  and used th at to create  com puter generated

counterfe it ch eck s  on various businesses w h ich  th ey also cas h ed.  Th e  evidence  also sh ow ed th ey used

custom er s ervice  ph one  num bers  to effect teleph onic transfers  of funds and teleph onic purch as e s  us ing

th e  stolen inform ation.  
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Nine  oth er co-defendants pleaded guilty prior to trial.  O ne absconded from  Pretrial Release .

Th e defendant w as rem anded after trial.

JUAN ANTONIO  ROMERO h ad been ch arged w ith  violating Title 18 of th e United States Code,

Sections 371 (Conspiracy), 513(b) (Posse s s ing Im plem ents for Counterfeiting Securitie s), and 1708

(Posse s s ion of Stolen Mail).  Th e case w as tried before United States District Court Judge Frederick  J.

M artone from  January 14, to January 23, 2003.

A conviction for 18 U.S.C. 371 and 1708 carrie s  a m axim um  penalty of 5 years, a $250,000 fine

or both .  Th e m axim um  penalty for conviction of 18 U.S.C. 513(b) is 10 years, a $250,000 fine, or both .

Th e investigation leading to th e guilty verdict w as conducted by th e United States Postal

Inspection Service, th e Avondale Police Departm ent, th e Goodyear Police Departm ent, and th e Ph oenix

Police Departm ent.

Sentencing is  s et before Judge M artone  on M ay 19 , 2003, at 1:30 PM .

Th e prosecution is  being h andled by Daniel R. Drak e, Assistant United States Attorney, District

of Arizona, Ph oenix, Arizona.
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